KHR Docket No. 050701-1028 



CLAIMS 



Now, therefore, the following is claimed: 



1 LA systenyfor automatically monitoring and reporting upon travel status of 

2 vehicles in response to an activation request by users at remote locations, comprising: 

3 a data manager configured to receive a vehicle indicator and a location indicator, 

4 to automatically correlate said vehicle indicator with a vehicle and said location indicator 

5 with a location along a route of travel of said vehicle, and to transmit a message in 

6 response to a ^termination that said vehicle is within a predetermined proximity of said 

7 location; // 

8 a communications interface configured to receive said vehicle indicator and said 

9 location maicator from a user at a remote location, to transmit said vehicle indicator and 

10 said location indicator to said data manager, and to receive said message from said data 

1 1 manager and to transmit said message to said user. 

1 2. The system of claim 1, wherein said communications interface is one or 

2 more telephone interface devices. 

1 3. The system of claim 1 , wherein said proximity is defined by time. 

1 4. The system of claim 1, wherein said proximity is defined by distance. 
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5. The system of claim 1, wherein said proximity corresponds with a 
predetermined ]{b$itionr&long said route of travel. 

6. The system of claim 1, wherein said vehicle is a bus and said location is a 
bus stop. 

7. The system of claim 1 , wherein said vehicle indicator identifies said 
vehicle and said location indicator identifies said location. 

8. The system of claim 1, further comprising a vehicle manager configured to 
transmit travel data to said data manager via a control channel of a cellular network. 



9. The system of claim 1, further comprising a vehicle manager configured to 
transmit said travel data to said data manager via a voice channel of a cellular network. 

10. /The system of claim 1, further comprising a vehicle manager coupled to 
said vehicle and^e* afigmpd to transmit travel data to said data manager in response to a 
determination that said vehicle is off schedule. 
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1 11. The sysjttn of claim 1 , wherein said data manager further comprises a 

2 monitoring mechamsm configured to receive travel data from said vehicle, to compare 

3 said travel dataw^x a coordinate value indicating a proximity of said location, and to 

4 correlate said travel data with said coordinate value based on said vehicle value and said 

5 location value. 



1 1 2. The system of claim 1 1 5/ wherein said data manager further comprises a 

2 message manager configured to retrieve contact information in response to a signal from 

3 said monitoring mechanism anji^o transmit said contact information to said second 

4 communications device, saiflxforitact information enabling said second communications 

5 device to transmit said me^sa^to-SSid user, wherein said monitoring mechanism 

6 transmits said signal in/response to said determination. 
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1 13. A system, comprising: 

2 a data manager configured to receive a vehicle indicator and a location indicator, 

3 to retrieve location data^based on said location indicator, to correlate said location data 

4 with travel data basetf on said vehicle indicator, to compare said location data to said 

5 travel data, and to transmit a message in response to a determination that said vehicle is a 

6 predetermined proximity from a first location along a route of travel of said vehicle, said 

7 location data indicating said first location and said travel data indicating a second location 

8 of said vehicle along said route of travel; 

9 a comriiuhications interface configured to receive said vehicle indicator and said 

10 location fion^a user at a remote location, to transmit said vehicle indicator and 

1 1 said location indicator to said data manager, to receive said message from said data 

12 manage^ and to transmit said message to said user. 

1 *M. The system of claim 1^3, wherein said communications interface is one or 

2 more telephone interface devices. 

1 15. Thp^sysfem of claim 1 3 , wherein said data manager automatically retrieves 

2 said location dsita amiiutpmatically correlates said location data with said travel data in 

3 response to receiving said vehicle indicator and said location indicator. 

1 16. The system of claim tS, further comprising a vehicle manager configured 

2 to transmit said travel data to said data manager via a control channel of a cellular 

3 network. 
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17. The system of claim f3> further comprising a vehicle manager configured 
to transmit said travel data to said data manager via a voice channel of a cellular network. 

18. The system^/f claim 13, wherein said proximity is defined by time. 

19. The system of claim 13, wherein said proximity is defined by distance. 

20. The system of claim 13, wherein said proximity corresponds with a 
predetermined location along said route of travel. 

/ \ 

21 . The system of claim 13, wherein said vehicle is a bus and said first 

location is a bus stop. 

22. The system of claim 13, wherein said vehicle indicator identifies said 
vehicle and said location indicator identifies said first location. 
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1 23. A system for automatically monitoring travel of vehicles in response to an 

2 activation request by users at/emote locations, comprising: 

3 means for receiving a vehicle indicator and a location indicator from a user at a 

4 remote location; / 

5 means for identifying a vehicle based on said vehicle indicator; 

6 means for monitoring travel of said vehicle; 

7 means foy retrieving location data based on said location indicator; 

8 means for comparing said location data to travel data associated with said vehicle; 

9 meantf for determining whether said vehicle is within a predetermined proximity 

10 of a location defined in data by said location data; and 

1 1 / xM^s^r^r^simUmg a message to said user in response to a determination by 



12 said determining means that said vehicle is within said predetermined proximity of said 

13 location. 



1 24. The system of claim 23, further comprising a means for updating said 

2 travel data in response'to a determination that said vehicle is a predetermined proximity 

3 from a predet£mnin(5d point. 

1 25. ^The system of claim 23, wherein said retrieving means and said identifying 

2 means are automatic. 
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stem of claim 23, further comprising a means for correlating said 
location data based on said vehicle indicator and said location 



27. The system 6f claim 23, further comprising: 

means for retrieymg contact information associated with said user in response to 
said determination; , 

means for tjfofisiiritfihg said message based on said contact information. 



>1 

The system of claim 23, further comprising a means for communicating 
said travel data via a control channel associated with a cellular network. 



29. The system of claims, wherein said communicating means includes a 
means for changing an identifier associated with said communicating means. 



30. The system of claim 28, wherein said communicating means includes a 
means for appending said travel data to a feature request. 
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1 3 1 . A method for automatically activating a vehicle tracking system, 

2 comprising the steps of: / 

3 receiving a vehicle indicator and a location indicator from a user at a remote 

4 location; / 

5 identifying a vehicle based on said vehicle indicator; 

6 monitoring travel of said vehicle; 

7 retrieving location data based on said location indicator; 

8 comparing said location data to travel data associated with said vehicle; 

9 determining whetner said vehicle is within a predetermined proximity of a 

10 location defined in data/by said location data; and 

1 1 transmitting a message to said user in response to a determination in said 

1 32. The memod of claim 3 1 , further comprising the steps of: 

2 assuming that said vehicle is a predetermined proximity from an assumed location 

3 based on an assumed rate of travel for said vehicle; and 

4 updating said travel data in response to a determination that said vehicle is outside 

5 of said predetermined proximity. 

1 33. The memod of claim 3 1 , wherein said retrieving step and said identifying 

2 step are automatic./ J 
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34. The method of claim 3 1 , further comprising the step of correlating said 
travel dat^vj/ith saidjocation data based on said vehicle indicator and said location 
indicator 

35. The method of claim 3 1 , further comprising the steps of: 
retrieving contact information associated with said user in response to said 

determination; ana / / 

transmitting said message based on said contact information. 



V5 . ^ 

56. The method of claim^, further comprising the step of communicating 
said travel data via a data channel associated with a cellular network. 



3^. The method of claim 56, further comprising the step of changing an 
identifier associated with a communications device transmitting said travel data. 



4^ W 

^8. The method of claim 36, further comprising the step of appending said 
travel data to a cellular feature request. 
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39. A method for requesting a vehicle monitoring system to monitor a 
particular vehicle, comprisbfg the steps of: 

receiving a vehicle indicator and a location indicator, said vehicle indicator 
identifying said vehide and said location indicator indicating a location along a route of 
travel of said vehicle ; and 

monitonn^ said vehicle automatically in response to said vehicle indicator and 
said location mdicaf 

40. The method of claim 39, further comprising the steps of: 
determining vyhether said vehicle is a predetermined proximity from said location; 

and 

automatipaM transmitting a message to a remote location in response to a 
determination that said vehicle is said predetermined proximity from said location. 
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